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the frontier into Serbian territory. Moreover, Poincare
and the French Prime Minister had left Russia only a few
hours previously. They were now out on the Baltic, where
it was difficult for him to get into touch with them* Fur-
thermore, he suspected that much that Szapary said was
not true. Therefore Russia must be prepared for war, or
at least a strong diplomatic bluff, and he must make sure
of British and Rumanian support. Accordingly, while he
had been talking with Szapary, he had Baron Schilling
notify the Ministers of War,36 Navy, and Finance of the
course of events and summon them to a Council of Minis-
ters at 3 P. M. Schilling warned Izvolski and Shebeko to
return to their posts at Paris and Vienna, and recalled
Neratov, Prince Trubetzkoi and other Foreign Office ad-
visers from their leaves of absence. He also pointed out to
the Finance Minister the necessity of withdrawing without
delay as far as possible all State deposits in Germany.37
Sazonov himself consulted with General lanushkevich,
the Chief of the General Staff, and proposed preparations
for a partial mobilization of the Russian army, directed
exclusively against Austria, the announcement of which
might serve as a warning to Germany and an effectual bluff
to stop Austria from attacking Serbia. This at any rate
seems to be the conclusion to be drawn from the following
-narrative of General Dobrorolski.38 Dobrorolski was Chief
36 gukhomlinov later denied that he took part in the Council of
Ministers on July 24 (c/, Wegerer, in Pol Sd. Quart., XLIII, 204 f., June,
1928), but we seriously doubt whether his post-War denial is trustworthy?
37 Schilling's Diary, p. 29.
3 8 Sergei Dobrorolski, "Mobilizatsia russksoi Armii v 1914 G," in
the Belgrade Voennii Sbomik, I, pp. 91-116; Aug.-Sept., 1921; German
translation, Die Mobilmachung der russischen Armee, 1914, Berlin, 1922;
and French translation, "La Mobilisation de FArmee Russe en 1914," in
Revue a' Histoire de la Guerre Mondiale, I, April-July, 1923.
Other valuable material on Russian military preparations and mobili-
zation in 1914 may be conveniently noted at this point. Among the
memoirs of Russian Generals: V. A. Sukhomlinov, Erinnerungenf Berlin,
.1924, more valuable on his army reforms before 1914, than on July, 1914,
in which he minimizes his part. I. Danilov, Russlqnd im